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Go for the Gold
By Rabbi Joey Haber
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I once took a trip with my wife to Dubai. At one point during the trip, our tour guide brought us to a spice market. We spent around an hour perusing through the market, marveling at the countless different types of spices that were being sold, taking in the aromas, and hearing about the different properties of the various products.
Then, after about an hour, the tour guide said that we needed to leave, because we had an appointment for a tour of the Burj Khalifa, the tallest building in the world.
As we were about to leave the area, we noticed a different market. We asked the guide what this was, and he explained that it was Dubai’s famous gold market. Gold products could be purchased there for significantly cheaper prices than elsewhere.
“Wow, so let’s go check it out,” we said.
 	“But we can’t,” the guide insisted. “I already told you, we have an appointment at the Burj Khalifa. We need to run.”
I told my wife that we were living through a classic mashal (analogy). What we experienced was, truly, the story of so many people’s lives.
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The Dubai Gold Souk (Market)

Instead of bringing us to the gold market, and allowing us to buy precious jewelry, the guide kept us for an hour at the spice market, and then rushed us out to see a tall building. We spend an hour looking at spices, when we could have been checking out gold.
Our “tour” of this world brings us opportunities to acquire “spices” and to acquire “gold.” The “spices” are enjoyable, and have a pleasing and alluring “aroma,” but offer little long-term value, as opposed to the “gold,” the mitzvot that we are able to perform during our brief stay in this world. Unfortunately, however, many people get distracted by the “spices,” and end up without any “gold.” They are too preoccupied with vanity, with fleeting pleasures and delights, and fail to make time to acquire “gold,” to involve themselves in the things that really matter.
Each morning, before Shema, we pray, ויחד לבבנו לאהבה וליראה את שמך – that Hashem should lead our hearts to love and fear Him. The question arises, how can we pray to Hashem that we should love and fear Him? Is this not our responsibility? The Talmud teaches, הכל בידי שמיים חוץ מיראת שמיים – “Everything is in G-d’s hands, except the fear of G-d.” Hashem controls everything except our decision of how to act. We are given free will, the choice to do the right thing or the wrong thing. Why, then, do we pray to Hashem that we should love and fear Him?

[image: ]
Rav Moshe Feinstein
 
Rav Moshe Feinstein answered by noting that we don’t ask Hashem to give us love and fear, but rather ויחד לבבנו – that He should direct our hearts toward love and fear. We ask Hashem to help us by removing the distractions that lead us away from Torah and mitzvot. We ask Him to keep us away from the “spices” so that we can focus on the “gold,” on the things that really matter. 
Of course, the choice of whether to go to the “spice market” or the “gold market” is ours. But we pray for Hashem’s help, asking that He keep us away from the distractions that pull us away from the important and valuable things in life.
 
Reprinted from the Yom Kippur 5785 email of Rabbi David Bibi’s Shabbat Shalom from Cyberspace.


Your Life Makes You
Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein
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The concept of hakaras hatov, gratitude, is one that is well known. But what is truly means besides recognizing the good is to the ability to see something and thank Hashem for it even during the worst moments of your life.
If I hadn’t gone through what I did when I was a young boy, who I am and what I do now would not be what it is. I would not have accomplished all that I have. The seminaries, high school and ranch which Hashem has helped me build and develop for Jewish girls would not be here. I don’t do it because it makes a living or because my daughters went to any of these schools I opened. So, if I’d think about it, why would I do it? I’m not making a living off of it, so what is propelling me to spend time on it? My friends have asked me this time and again.

Experience Abuse in Trauma in the Third and Tenth Grades
The answer is because I experienced trauma in 3rd grade and 10th grade, and I’ll never forget how I felt when I went through it. And because of it, I am very sensitive to those who go through abuse and who are surrounded by people who don’t believe in them.
Years after a very traumatizing 3rd grade, I finally found a rebbe who I trusted and looked up to, and then one day, I got in trouble and was called in by this very rabbi. He looked at me and said, “Wallerstein, do you know what you’re going to grow up to be?”
This was the rebbe who had picked me up after I’d been through so much earlier. I loved him. Asking me this question, I wondered what he intended for me to respond. He’s trying to inspire me, I figured. “Moshe Rabbeinu? I’ll grow up to become like him! Or Dovid Hamelech!” 

“You, Wallerstein, Are Going to Grow Up to be a Sewer Rat!”
I couldn’t figure out what he would say. I’ll never forget it. He picked up his finger and pointed it at me. “You, Wallerstein, are going to grow up to be a sewer rat!” Imagine it. The rebbe I loved, the rebbe who had gotten me through so much and whom I trusted, said these words to me. I was 16th years old at the time and a tough boy. But this was beyond. This broke me. I ran into the bathroom, closed the stall and started crying and heaving uncontrollably.
That feeling of deep embarrassment has stayed with me. I know what it feels like for someone to give up on you. Thank G-d, my parents never did, but I had teachers who did. By far, the least likely to be successful in teaching students would have been me. If you would have seen me many years ago, you would never, ever have guessed that I’d be a rebbe. I didn’t know how to spell ‘Gemara’ when I applied for my first job. 
When I wrote it incorrectly, the rabbi looked at me as if I’d just been introduced to Torah. He should have said, “I’ll look at your resume,” and then call me back and let me know I didn’t get the job. But I still went for it, and I became a rebbe.

Why I Became Sensitive to Kids Who Are Embarrassed
I became sensitive to kids being embarrassed and feeling unwanted. I decided I would become a rebbe and make sure no one under my watch ever received this kind of treatment. But my friends were taken aback. “You, a rebbe!” When I got married, I told my wife that I would be teaching half a day and working half a day. Why do I want to teach? Why would I want to do it? It wasn’t particularly the job that would bring in a lot of money and I had my own challenges as a student. Why then would I want to teach myself?
The answer is because those students who I would have, they would be completely under my care and no one would experience the treatment I received. I would care for them like no other. No one would embarrass them. Not at all. I wouldn’t change the system, but I would care for those students I have like no one else.
I taught 8th grade boys for 30 years. Every single day, from 8 a.m. to noon, I taught, and over those 30 years, some 750 boys went through my class. If any of my boys would be embarrassed by anyone, I would stand up for them. The fact that I myself was told that I was a sewer rat has stayed with me, and my hakaras hatov for being where I got to and wanting to give these students the experience I didn’t have was something that fueled me forward. I felt on fire to help these students.
If I hadn’t gone through what I did, I would not have been a rebbe and I would not be where I am today. Not even close. If Hashem would come to me today and say, “I will give you your life back and I am going to spare you these traumatic
experiences, I wouldn’t take it.” If I could have my life over again, my childhood repeated without any of the pain, I wouldn’t want it. Because who I am is the result of what happened to me.
Our life makes us who we are. We just need to be open to our experiences and use them to leverage us to the great things we can accomplish.

Reprinted from the Parashat Bereishit 5783 edition of Torahanytimes.com.  Compiled and Edited by Elan Perchik

The Deeper Meaning of Why the Torah Begins with the Account of Creation
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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As we read in Bereishit, the Torah begins with a description of creation. "In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth." The Sage Rabbi Isaac asks a logical question, quoted by the famous commentator Rashi in his discussion of the Torah's very first verse: If the Torah is a book of law, it should have begun with a commandment, the first of which pertains to the calculation of months. Why then, does it open with an account of creation?
Rabbi Isaac answers his own question, based on a verse in Psalms, "He declared to His people the strength of His works, in order that He might give them the heritage of the nations": "For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, 'You are robbers, because you took by force the lands of the seven nations of Canaan,' Israel may reply to them, 'All the earth belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He. He created it and gave it to whom He pleased; when He so desired He gave it to them, and when He so desired He took it from them and gave it to us."
This answer is surprising, as it seems to imply that the entire order of the Torah was changed solely to counter the Gentiles' argument that the Jewish people "stole" the Land of Israel. Is the Gentiles' claim really so valid that it would justify such a drastic step? Moreover, why wouldn't a refutation in the Oral Law (Mishna, Talmud, etc.) have been sufficient? Why was it necessary to change the order of the Written Law (the Five Books of Moses)?
We must therefore conclude that opening the Torah with "In the beginning" is intended not only as an answer to the Gentiles, but also contains an important teaching for the Jews themselves.
In general, the life of the Jew can be divided into two areas: the realm of Torah and mitzvot, and the secular realm. When the Torah demands that a Jew observe its commandments, the request is viewed as logical and acceptable. But when it demands that a Jew's personal life also be sanctified, that all of his actions be done for the sake of heaven, on the surface it seems like an invasion of privacy.
Indeed, this is the deeper meaning of the argument, "You are robbers, because you took by force the lands of the seven nations of Canaan." The "seven nations of Canaan" are symbolic of the secular domain, the physical, "earthly" aspects of a Jew's existence. By what right can a Jew be expected to "take them by force" and subjugate even these areas to the realm of holiness?
The answer is, "All the earth belongs to the Holy One." In truth, every area of life belongs to G-d. Yes, G-d created a certain distinction between the material and spiritual realms, but He also wants us to imbue our physical existence with holiness. "When He so desired He gave it to them [the secular realm], and when He so desired He took it from them and gave it to us [to the realm of holiness]." When a Jew sanctifies all areas of his life, he fulfills G-d's will and draws holiness down into the physical world.

Reprinted from the Parshat Bereishit 5762/2001 edition of L’Chaim. Adapted from Volume 20 of Likutei Sichot.
Rav Avigdor Miller on Listening to Rebuke
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QUESTION: If someone has done a serious aveirah, let’s say even an aveirah chalilah of losing Olam Haba, will it help him to some degree if he goes to listen to instruction or if somebody gives him rebuke or reproof?
ANSWER: And the answer is it’s a lifesaver.
First of all, we have to know that in Gehenom there are all kinds of Gehenoms.  And to graduate from the bottom floor of Gehenom to a higher floor is in itself a hatzalah gedolah.  It’s a big difference, a very big difference in Gehenom from one department to another.
Secondly, it’s never too late to repent and a person can still save his Olam Haba if he does sufficient teshuvah.
And therefore, there’s no question that if you hear on the other side of America that there’s somebody who is capable of giving good tochachah, strong rebuke, then take a plane and make sure you’re there because it’s an opportunity that could be a lifesaver forever and ever.

Reprinted from the archives of Toras Avigdor (Tape #476, October 1983).
[bookmark: caption8]Thoughts that Count 
for Our Parsha

In the beginning G-d created ("Bereishit bara Elokim") (Gen. 1:1)
When the final letters of "Bereishit bara Elokim" (tav, alef and mem) are rearranged the result is the word "emet," truth, spelled alef, mem and tav. These are also the opening letters of the Ten Commandments ("Anochi"), the Mishna ("Me'eimatai") and the Gemara ("Tana"), as it states in Psalms (119:160), "The beginning of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever." (Iturei Torah)

In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1)
The first verse in the entire Torah consists of seven Hebrew words - "Bereishit bara Elokim eit hashamayim ve'eit ha'aretz." These are symbolic of the seven days of the week, the seven years of the Sabbatical cycle, the seven Sabbatical years in a Jubilee, the seven celestial firmaments, the seven lands, and the seven planets in the sky. (Baal HaTurim)

It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help to match him (Gen. 2:18)
As we learn from G-d's actions in the creation of the world, every man is obligated to do three things, and in this particular order: build a home, plant a vineyard, and marry a woman. For indeed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, first built a house (i.e., created the world), filled it with various provisions and means of livelihood, and only afterward created Adam and his wife. (Yalkut Reuveini)

The L-rd G-d called to Adam and said to him, Where are you? (Gen. 3:9)
From this we learn that one should never burst into another person's home unannounced. Indeed, we derive proper manners from G-d Himself, Who "stood" at the entrance to the Garden of Eden and initiated a conversation with Adam before entering. (Derech Eretz)

Reprinted from the Parshat Bereishit 5762/2001 edition of L’Chaim.


In the Beginning 
G-d Created…

In the beginning G-d created (1:1) The "beginning" and foundation of all knowledge is the understanding that "G-d created the heavens and the earth" - acknowledging the Creator Who not only made the world but actively involves Himself in its existence. This first principle is the basis upon which all others are predicated. (Rabbi Moshe Leib of Sassov)

In the beginning, Elokim created the heavens and the earth (1:1) The midrash says, "Just as a builder refers to plans when he builds a building, so Hashem referred to a plan - the Torah - when He created the world. Similarly, the Zohar states, "He looked in the Torah and created the world." 
R' Chaim Soloveitchik z"l ("R' Chaim Brisker"; 1853-1918) observes: We see through many examples that that which the Torah prohibits is, in fact, bad for the world, and that which the Torah encourages is good. For example, theft and murder are bad; they disrupt civilization. Charity and kindness are good; they promote the effective operation of the world. 
One might think that the Torah prohibits theft and murder and encourages charity and kindness because of the effect that they have. Not so, says R' Chaim. To the contrary, the above midrash teaches that the world was built based on the Torah. Thus, theft and murder are bad for the world because the Torah prohibits them, not the other way around. Similarly, charity and kindness are good for the world because the Torah encourages them, not the other way around. 
If so, asks R' Chaim, what is the purpose in seeking the reason for any mitzvah? Since the Torah preceded the world and was the blueprint for creation, any reason that we might attribute to a mitzvah would, in fact, be a reflection of the mitzvah, not its cause. In truth, we cannot know the reason for any mitzvah. 
The Hebrew word for "reason" is "ta'am," literally "taste." The most we can hope for is a small taste of what any mitzvah really means. When we think we have discovered the reason for a mitzvah, we actually are saying that we have identified the part of creation to which that mitzvah relates. This, in turn, may give us some understanding of how that mitzvah relates to the Torah in general. However, it is clear that we can never know why Hashem created the world as He did. (Quoted in Torat Chaim)

In the beginning G-d created (1:1) The Emperor Hadrian asked Rabbi Yehoshua, "Does the world have a master?" 
R' Yehoshua replied, "Could the world be ownerless?" "Who created the world?" Hadrian asked, and R' Yehoshua answered that Hashem did, as it is written (Bereishit 1:1), "In the beginning, G-d created..." 
"Then why doesn't He reveal Himself twice a year so that man will see Him and fear Him?" Hadrian asked. 
"Because the world could not withstand the brightness of the revelation, as it is written (Shmot 33: 20), 'For no man can see Me and live'," R' Yehoshua answered. 
Whereupon Hadrian said, "If you do not show Him to me, I will not believe you." 
Later, at noon-time, R' Yehoshua said to Hadrian, "Look at the sun and you will see Hashem." 
"What! Can anyone look at the sun?" Hadrian replied. 
"Listen to your own words," retorted R' Yehoshua. "If you cannot look at one of Hashem's servants [i.e., the sun], how can you expect to look at Hashem?!" (Yalkut Shimoni) 
Seventeen hundred years later, R' Yisrael Salanter z"l had a similar experience. On that occasion, just after an acquaintance of R' Yisrael's announced that he could not believe in G-d if G-d did not show Himself, the man's daughter entered and announced that she had won first prize in a piano-playing contest. 
R' Yisrael challenged her, "Show me your skills." 
She retorted, "I just proved myself before hundreds of people. Who are you that I should prove myself to you?" 
"Indeed," said R' Yisrael, "Hashem has proven Himself countless times. He is not obligated to perform for whomever challenges Him." (Hamaayan)

And G-d saw that the light was good and (G-d) separated  it. (1:4) 
Rashi says He saw that it does not deserve that the wicked use it and He set it aside for the righteous to be used by them in the future. So why did Hashem create such a light? Why did He not wait until it would be used and create it then? 
The fact that Hashem created the light and the light exists (although hidden), makes it easier for that special light to be achieved in the future. After all it exists already. We know that before a baby is born, he learns the entire Torah in his mother’s womb. As he is about to be born an angel comes and makes him forget everything he learned. If the baby is going to forget it all, why teach it to the baby in the beginning? Since he already knew the entire Torah, it is easier to learn it again rather than from starting from scratch. (Rabbi J. Horowitz - Merkaz Hasimcha Brooklyn)
And G-d saw the light that it was good, and He divided (1:4) Rashi explains that when G-d saw that the light was good, he decided that it was not fitting for both darkness and light to reign together. He therefore appointed each its proper time, light during the day and darkness at night. 
How can light and darkness possibly get mixed up with each other? Does not even a small amount of light immediately dispel any darkness? The original combining of darkness and light was only in the times allotted for each. Before G-d distinguished between the two, the light and darkness followed each other in rapid succession and in no particular order. G-d subsequently gave each of them its own realm. (The Lubavitcher Rebbe)

Reprinted from the Parshat Bereishit 5785 email of R’ Yedidye Hirtenfeld’s whY I Matter parsha sheet for the Young Israel of Midwood in Brooklyn, NY.

The Anti-Semites Are Right: The Jews Do Run the World
By Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair

“In the beginning…” (1:1) 
Our rabbis teach, “Lev Melachim v’sarim b’yad Hashem.” This means, “The hearts of kings and ministers are in the Hand of Hashem.” When it comes to international affairs, anything that impinges on the future of the world, even the most important leaders have no freedom of choice. They become puppets.  And who pulls the strings of those puppets. We do. The Jewish People. 
The very first word in the Torah is “Bereishis.” The Midrash expounds ‘Bereishis’ to read as ‘Bishvil Reishis’ – ‘Because of Reishis.’ One of the things the Gemara calls ‘Reishis’ is the Jewish People. Meaning that the world was created in the merit of the Jewish People. 
Hashem set up this world in such a way that our every action, for the good or the not-so-good, ascends through all the spiritual worlds above to the highest possible places. It makes its effect there and then the power of that action descends back down through all those worlds to this, the lowest world, becoming a physical reality. 
For example, when someone keeps Shabbos in Bristol or in Ramsgate or in Timbuktu, that spiritual energy ascends all the way to the control room of the universe and is sent back down as massive positive energy. A typhoon in the China Sea is cancelled, abundant rain falls in Niger, averting a famine. 
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Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair

The Gemara says, “Pnei Hador, k’pnei hakelev.” This means that the face of the generation just before Mashiach is like the face of a dog. Let’s pretend you were a visiting Martian, unfamiliar with Earth creatures and you saw a man and dog out for a walk. You would think that the dog was leading the man because he’s out in front. But the dog is constantly looking over its shoulder, finding out which way it should go. 
The leaders of this world are not in charge. We are. Don’t look at the news to find out what the polls say, what the pundits say. The real news is being created by you. How did you treat your wife this morning? How did you treat your mother? How did you pray? Were you careful about what went into your mouth and were you just a careful about what type of words came out? 
The anti-Semites of this world are right: the Jews do run the world. But not in the way they think. It’s not the puppets of politics who are the movers and shakers of this world. You are.

Reprinted from the Parashat Bereishet 5785 email of OHRNET, the Ohr Somayach Torah Magazine of the Internet.


Starting a New Cycle

The Shinova Rov zy”a quotes his son-in-law, the author of Sefer Aryeh D’bei Ilai zy”a, as asking why the Shabbos when we read Parshas Bereishis is known as “Shabbos Bereishis”, while we do not find the same thing regarding other Parshios (for example, we do not call the next Shabbos “Shabbos Noach). 
He answers that during the Yomim Noraim, it is certain that every Jew experienced thoughts of teshuva and accepted to do good things in the future. Therefore, this week is called “Shabbos Bereishis”, the first Shabbos, because it represents a new start in a person’s life. This name is meant to remind a person that whatever occurred in the past is over and he should utilize his fresh start to be good.

Reprinted from the Parshas Bereishis 5785 edition of Way of Emunah: Collected Thoughts of Rabbi Meir Isamar Rosenbaum.

The King is Happy to Come Home

The Sanzer Rov zy”a also once related another incredible moshol:
A king once decided to travel around to see his kingdom. Everywhere he went, he was given much honor and glory. Thousands of people gathered to catch a glimpse of him. Of course, he derived much satisfaction from all of this honor, but the biggest source of satisfaction for him was when he got back to his palace, where he was able to rest and relax after all of that pomp and ceremony. He preferred this relaxation over all of the honor he received during his journeys because this was his familiar home where he was comfortable and where he could finally unwind. 
So too, Hashem stands before us throughout the yomim tovim, as we honor Him with selichos, tekias shofar, tefillos, hakafos, etc. During those days, He is comparable to the king who is taking a tour of his kingdom. 
On Shabbos Bereishis, Hashem returns home, so to speak, as we recite in Zemiros: “Bah Shabbos bah menucha.” (When Shabbos comes, serenity arrives.) This “relaxation” is more satisfying for Him than all of the avodos of the previous days, and he can now enjoy the familiar sounds of Hodu, Mizmor L’Dovid, Hakol yoducha, Nishmas, and all of the songs of praises that we sing to Him with love.

Reprinted from the Parshas Bereishis 5785 edition of Way of Emunah: Collected Thoughts of Rabbi Meir Isamar Rosenbaum.
Page 1 | 1

image3.png




image4.png




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.png




image1.png




image2.png




